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Introduction: 
The aim of this paper is to highlight variation of the special regulations partically by 
those class focused on Category 1 and 0 racing 
 
Open 40 Class Rules Version 05/02/2007 
The boat must comply with all aspects of the ‘NF EN ISO 12217 Small Craft- Stability 
and Buoyancy Assessment and Categorisation - part 2: Sailing boats of hull length 
greater than or equal to 6m’ for design category A, as well as the requirements set 
out in the OSR for Sailing Category 1. 
In the event of conflict between the OSR and the NF EN ISO 12217 standard, the 
latter will prevail. 
These rules are modified in the following way: 
- ISO 12217-2 : 
6.3.2 “Alternative requirement for categories A & B” does not apply. 
See 301. of these rules. 
- OSR Cat 1: 

a)  3.03.1 b) “ABS certification”, does not apply. 
b)  3.04.03 ”IMS Stability Index” does not apply. 
c)  3.04.4 ”Stability Standards”, replace 'can' by 'must'. See 301 of these rules. 
d)  3.08.03 ”Companionway” does not apply, replaced by the restrictions noted 

in the ISO 12217-2 standard: 6.2.2.2 
e)  3.14.3a “Pulpit position”, modified, see 403 of these rules. 
f)  3.14.7 “Pushpits/Pulpits, stanchions, guardrails”, modified, see 403 of 

these  rules 
g)  3.19.1 “Bunks”, modified, see 104 of these rules. 
h)  3.21.1 “Drinking water”, does not apply. 
i)  4.01.2 “Hull marking”. Modified, see 307 of these rules 
j)  4.26.4 f “Working jib”. Modified, see 212.04 of these rules. 
k)  Annexe H “Organisation of Ocean Races”. Does not apply. 

Racing Rules of Sailing 
a)  50.4 “Foresails”, modified. See 212.03.01 of these rules. 
b)  51. “Moveable ballast”. Does not apply. 

 



Open 60 Class Rules 
Although IMOCA does refer to the OSR it repeats large amounts of the regulations 
an example of this is the Section F Safety Equipment as stated below although they 
have made a few small changes to the specifications of a few items: 

SECTION F – SAFETY EQUIPMENTS 
 

F.1:  DURABLE STOWAGE CHART 
A durable stowage chart shall be provided and shall be displayed in the main 
accommodation where it can best be seen, clearly marked with the location of the 
principal items of safety equipment. 

 
F.2:  DRAINING 

The boat shall be equipped with a system of two permanently installed manual bilge 
pumps, one operable from above, the other from below deck, with a minimum 
capacity per pump of 4,5 litres per cycle and with a system of electric draining with a 
minimum total capacity of 3000 litres per hour. Both systems shall allow the 
emptying of each watertight compartment from the outside, whatever the position of 
the boat in the water, except the compartment for the batteries, which shall be 
emptied with a manual system. 

No bilge pump may discharge into a cockpit unless that cockpit opens aft to the sea. 
Bilge pumps shall not be connected to cockpit drains. 
Bilge pumps and strum boxes shall be readily accessible for maintenance and for 
clearing out debris. 
Unless permanently installed, each bilge pump handle shall be provided with a lanyard 
or catch or similar device to prevent accidental loss. 
Two buckets of stout construction each with at least 9 litres capacity shall be carried 
on board. Each bucket to have a lanyard. 

 
F.3:  EMERGENCY WATER 

At least 9 litres of drinking water for emergency use shall be provided in a dedicated 
and sealed container or container(s). 

 

F.4:  SURVIVAL FIXING POINTS 

External solid anchorage points shall be provided in the vicinity of the aft escape 
hatch allowing the attachment of: 

- the liferaft. 

- the watertight container. 

- individual grab bags. 

- distress beacons. 

 

F.5:  LIFERAFTS 

a) Liferafts: 

Two life rafts shall be carried on board, one built to SOLAS normsoutside, and one 
inside. The two life-rafts must be accessible whatever the position of the boat in the 
water. The inside one shall be able to pass through all openings in the watertight 



bulkheads and all escape openings including the transom escape hatch. The inside life 
raft shall conform at least with OSR category 1, and shall be constructed with an 
insulated floor and capable to be inflated at a temperature of -15° C. 

When racing with crew, the total capacity of the two life-rafts shall permit the 
evacuation of the entire crew. 

b) Stowage: 
The SOLAS life raft shall be stowed on the working deck or in a purpose-built rigid 
compartment, opening into or adjacent to the cockpit or working deck, or through 
the transom, and containing only this sole life raft. In the case of a compartment, it 
must be watertight or self-draining and have a cover capable of being easily opened 
under water pressure. 
c) Deployment time: 
Each raft shall be capable of being got to the lifelines or into the water within 15 
seconds. 
The life raft end of painter shall be permanently made fast to a strong point of the 
boat. 
 
d) Servicing and inspection: 
Every life raft shall have a valid annual certificate, and a certificate (or copy) shall be 
kept on board. 
Notwithstanding the specified servicing periods, the life rafts shall be carefully, 
frequently inspected externally, and taken for servicing if there is any sign of damage 
or deterioration. 

F.6:  LIFEBOYS 

The following shall be provided within reach of the helmsman and ready for instant 
use: 
- A lifebuoy with an automatic light and a drogue or a Life sling with an automatic 
(without a drogue). 
- A lifebuoy equipped with a whistle, a drogue, an automatic light and a pole and flag. 
The pole shall be carried on board permanently extended, except that automatic 
extension (e.g. by compressed gas or spring action) is permitted provided the device 
activates fully in less than 20 seconds. The pole and flag shall be attached to the 
lifebuoy with 3 m off floating line. It shall be so constructed that the flag flies at least 
1.8m off the water. 
- At least one of the lifebuoys shall depend entirely on permanent (e.g. foam) 
buoyancy. 
- Each inflatable lifebuoy and any automatic device (e.g. pole and flag extended by 
compressed gas) shall be tested and serviced at intervals in accordance with its 
manufacturer's instructions. 
- Each lifebuoy (or life sling) shall be fitted with marine grade retro reflective material. 

 
F.7:  PYROTECHNIC SIGNALS 

Pyrotechnic signals shall be provided conforming to SOLAS LSA Code Chapter III 
Visual Signals and not older than the stamped expiry date (if any) or if no expiry date 
stamped, not older than 4 years. 
Shall be provided: 
- 6 red parachute  
- 4 red hand flares  
- 4 white hand flares (SOLAS norms recommended) 
- 2 orange smoke flares  

 
F.8:  LIFEJACKETS 

Each crew member shall have a life jacket conform to his relevant national 



regulations, and each life jacket shall be as follow: 
- Equipped with a whistle. 
- Fitted with marine grade retro-reflective material 
- Compatible with the wearer's safety harness 
- If inflatable, regularly checked for air retention 
- Have one spare air capsule 
- Clearly marked with the yacht's name. 

 
 
F.9:  SAFETY HARNESS and SAFETY LINES 

Attention is drawn to ISO 12401 norms. 
a) Safety harness: 
Each crew member shall have a safety harness. 
A crew member’s harness and life jacket shall be compatible. 
b) Safety lines (tethers): 
Each harness shall be equipped with a safety line not more than 2m long with a 
snaphook at each end. In addition, at least 30% of the crew shall each be provided 
with either a safety line not more than 1m long, or a mid-point snaphook on a 2m 
safety line. 
Attention must be drawn on U bolts as clipping points, because they can lead 
unclipping plain snaphook. For this reason the use of snaphooks with positive locking 
devices is strongly recommended. 

 

F.10:  SOFT WOOD PLUGS 

Soft wood plugs, tapered and of the appropriate size, shall be attached or stowed 
adjacent to the appropriate fitting for every through-hull opening. 

 

F.11:  FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

Fire extinguishers, at least two shall be provided, readily accessible in suitable and 
different parts of the yacht. 

One shall be close to the engine. 

 

F.12:  FOGHORN 

A foghorn shall be provided. 

   

F.13:  RADAR and RADAR REFLECTOR 

The following equipment, in good working state, shall be provided: 
a) Radar: 

Radar fitted with powerful alarm. The radar unit shall be fixed at a height of at least 5 
metres above the water line. 

b) A fixed active radar transponder (9.2 – 9.5 Ghz). 

c) A radar reflector. 

 

F.14:  EPIRBs 

Boat shall be equipped of two SARSAT COSPAS 406 MHz Epirbs portable distress 
beacons, classified as long-life. These beacons shall: 



- include a 121.5 MHz transmitter, 
- be coded and registered with the name and MMSI number of the boat, 
- be tested and serviced at intervals in accordance with its manufacturer's 

instructions, 
- be fitted with a line at least 3 metres long of 1000 daN minimum breaking strain. 

 

 

F.15:  EMERGENCY TRANSMISSION 

Boat shall be equipped with an emergency device which, whatever the position of the 
boat in the water, allows the erection of a VHF aerial and transmissions from the 
distress beacon and the radar transponder (9.2 – 9.5 GHz frequency). 

 

F.16:  WATERTIGHT HAND HELD VHF TRANSCEIVER 

A waterproof hand-held VHF transceiver, with spare batteries, shall be carried on 
board. 

F.17:  PORTABLE TRANPONDER RADAR 

A radar transponder beacon (9.2 – 9.5 GHz frequency), portable and self-powered 
shall be carried on board. This beacon shall be fitted with a line at least 3 metres long 
of 1000 daN minimum breaking strain. 

 

 

F.18:  FIRST AID MANUAL and FIRST AID KIT 

a) Manual: 
A First Aid manual shall be provided. In the absence of a National Authority's 
requirement, the latest edition of one of the following is recommended: 
- International Medical Guide for Ships, World Health Organisation, Geneva, or 
- First Aid at Sea, by Douglas Justins and Colin Berry, published by Adlard Coles 
nautical, London, or 
- Le Guide de la medecine à distance, by Docteur JY Chauve, published by Distance 
Assistance - BP33 - La Baule, cedex, France. An English translation is available. 
 
b) First aid kit: 
A First Aid Kit shall be carried on board. It shall reflect the likely conditions and 
duration of the passage, and the number of people aboard the yacht. Before the start 
of a race, the skipper shall have undertaken at least once in the past five years a 
medical training reflecting the conditions of race. This training is strongly 
recommended for crew members. 
It is strongly recommended to follow the prescription of Appendix C to the Class 
rules. 

 

F.19:  HEAVING LINE / THOWING SOCK 

A heaving line of 15m – 25m length shall be readily accessible to the cockpit, and a 
Speedline or equivalent style rope launch shall be on board. 

 
 
F.20:  DIVING EQUIPMENT 

One diving bottle (e.g. Spare Air bottle) or equivalent shall be on board. 



 

F.21:  YACHT’s NAME 

Yacht's name shall be on miscellaneous buoyant equipment, such as lifejackets, oars, 
cushions, lifebuoys and life slings etc... 
Marine grade retro-reflective material shall be fitted to lifebuoys, life slings and lifejackets. 
 

F.22:  PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 

The following equipment shall be carried on board for each crew member: 

- One pack of mini flares and one personal location lights (either SOLAS or strobe), 
one shall be attached to, or carried on, the person when on deck at night. 
- A foul weather suit with hood. 
- A knife. 
- A watertight flashlight. 

 
F.23:  PERSONAL SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT 

Before the start of a race, the skipper shall have undertaken personal survival training 
at least once in the past five years. This training is strongly recommended for crew 
members. 
One set of Survival Equipment shall be provided for each crew member to include: 
- An immersion suit in accordance with Solas 74/83 standards and prEN 1913, which 
thermal insulation without liner shall be greater than 0.75 immersed Clo. 
- A personal 121.5 MHz distress beacon (PLB) for use with the on-board DF 
equipment. 

 
F.24:  WATERTIGHT EMERGENCY CONTAINER 

A watertight emergency container shall be carried on board. 
It shall be fitted with strong handles and with a line of 1000 daN minimum breaking 
strain. It shall contain at least: 
- A watertight hand-held marine VHF transceiver with spare batteries. 

- An Iridium mobile phone with spare batteries 

- A waterproof hand-held GPS with spare batteries 

- A watertight flashlight with spare bulb and batteries 

- A knife 

- Cyalume type chemical light sticks 

- Fluoresceine seamark 

- A watertight strobe light with spare batteries 

- 4 distress parachute flares 

- 6 hand flares (3 red / 3 white) 

- 2 floating orange smoke 

- High energy food 

- A survival blanket for each crew member 

 

F.25:  HULL MARKING 

To assist in SAR location, sail number shall be displayed in a highly visible manner, 
once on the deck and once on each side of the hull. The sizes of the characters shall 
be not less than: 



Height:    900 mm 

Width:    600 mm 

Thickness:   120 mm 

Space between characters: 180 mm. 

 

F.26:  FLUORESCENT PAINT 

To assist in SAR location: 

- Keel (s), rudder (s), blade(s), and at least a minimum of 2 m² of the bottom below 
the waterline shall be entirely covered with special fluorescent paint. 

- At least 2 m² of the surface of the deck shall be covered with a brightly highly visible 
coloured paint (e.g. dayglow pink, orange or yellow). 


